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REMARKS 



By the present amendment, claims 3, 5, 10, 11, 13, 14, 19 and 20 have been 
amended in order to delete multiple dependencies. The Preliminary Amendment 
does not contain new matter. 

Entry of the above preliminary amendment is respectfully requested. Please calculate 
the claim fee for the application once the amendment has been entered. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to show 
changes made". 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shu Chen, Renlin Xu, Jiping Li 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

In the Claims : 

Claims 3, 5, 10, 1 1 , 13, 14, 19 and 20 have been amended as follows: 

3. (Amended) An isolated nucleic acid primer comprising (a) a portion of a 
sequence as claimed in claim 1 [or 2] or (b) a sequence that is complimentary to a 
portion of a nucleic acid sequence claimed in claim 1 [or 2], 

5. (Amended) An isolated nucleotide probe comprising a portion of a sequence 
as claimed in claim 1 [or 2]. 

10. (Amended) A method of detecting the presence of E. coli serotypes 0157.H7; 
0157:NM or 055:H7 in a sample comprising (a) isolating nucleic acid from the 
sample and (b) determining if the isolated nucleic acid contains a nucleic acid 
sequence according to claim 1 [or 2], wherein the presence of a nucleic acid 
sequence according to claim 1 [or 2] indicates the presence of E. coli serotypes 
0157.H7; 0157:NM or 055.H7 in the sample. 



11. (Amended) A method of detecting the presence of E. coli serotypes 0157:H7; 
0157:NM or 055:H7 in a sample comprising (a) isolating nucleic acid from the 
sample; (b) amplifying the isolated nucleic acid with a primer having a sequence that 
is complimentary to a portion of a nucleic acid sequence according to claim 1 [or 2] 
and (c) assaying for amplified sequences, wherein the presence of an amplified 
sequence indicates that the sample contains E. coli serotypes 0157:H7; 0157:NM or 
055:H7. 



13. (Amended) A method according to claim 11 [or 12] wherein the nucleic acid is 
amplified in step (b) using a Polymerase Chain Reaction. 
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14. (Amended) A method of detecting the presence of a nucleic acid molecule 
associated with E. coli serotypes 0157:H7; 0157:NM and 055:H7 in a sample 
comprising (a) contacting the sample under hybridization conditions with one or more 
of nucleotide probes which hybridize to nucleic acid molecules according to claim 1 
[or 2] and (b) determining if there is hybridization between the nucleic acid molecules 
in the sample and the nucleotide probes, wherein the presence of hybridization 
indicates that the sample contains E. coli serotypes 0157:H7; 0157:NM or 055:H7. 

19. (Amended) A microchip comprising a nucleic acid molecule according to claim 
1 [or 2] attached to a microchip. 

20. (Amended) A microchip comprising a nucleotide probe according to [any one of] 
claim[s] 5 [to 9] attached to a microchip. 



